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taken the hereditary intellectual nullity of the four Georges.
The necessity for an aristocratic party government was
based on the whole history of the State. And this party
government accomplished great things. It raised England to
the position of the leading commercial power; but it could
only endure so long as the aristocracy was really the first
class in the land, and was recognised as such. Now, after the
beginning of the nineteenth century, this state of things began
gradually to change. In 1832 came the first Reform Bill,
which enlarged the numbers of the parliamentary electorate.
From this time onward a quarter of the members were really
elected. Before this time every great landowner had his
member in his pocket. At the present day all this has been
altered; a portion of the House of Commons does really
represent the people; and the new interests of the middle
classes are beginning to penetrate into the House of Commons.
The suffrage was subjected to several further reforms, and
now the terms ' Tory' and ' Whig' are rarely heard.
There are now no longer two parties, but six or eight (they
change even more quickly than with us). Since this approxi-
mation of the House of Commons to a national representative
assembly, England has no longer only one aristocratic
governing body. It presents the same variegated system
that we see on the Continent, except that for all these
parties there are only two leaders, and the members of
the various parties support the one or the other of these,
according to circumstances. It is obvious that such a
division into two traditional parties would be impossible
for us. We lack the pre-requisite conditions for it. And
above all, it is contrary to the German nature. We are
distinguished from other nations by an uprightness and
sincerity, which makes it essential for us to speak out
our convictions, and this disposition is entirely opposed to
a stereotyped partisanship. We decline with thanks ' the
holy bonds of friendship/ which have kept the English
parties together. We desire that offices of State should
be distributed according to deserts. That is exceedingly